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Textual Research on Interpretation of Names of Herbal “Jinyanxiang”

YU Yixuan', MAO Yinggi’, MA Mengxi', LU Qingya', MING Yu', LYU Xiaoxue', SUN Lingzhi'"(1.School of
Basic Chinese Medical Science, Beijing University of Chinese Medicine, Beijing 100029, China; 2.First Clinical Medical
Institute of Zhejiang Chinese Medical University, Hangzhou 310053, China)

ABSTRACT: OBJECTIVE To clarify the ambiguous relationship between Jinyanxiang’s name and nature, identify the object
of Jinyanxiang, in order to play its part in traditional Chinese medicine, aroma culture and other aspects through textual research.
METHODS In this study, textual research on herbal substantive, including substantive of Jinyanxiang, the imported aroma,
was from some perspectives such as: specific traits such as sort, shape, smell, texture and lighted cigarettes, producing area, other
aspects in documents and records based on three references about it from Xiangsheng, in combination of comparison between
and analysis of several documents of herbal medicine such as Chinese Pharmacopoeia and Newly Revised Materia Medica etc,
and other ones like Proofread and Annotated on Zhufanzhi, Proofread and Paraphrased on Zhufanzhi. RESULTS Through
textual research, this study held the view that Jinyanxiang was resin of Styrax. Research on its character showed that Myrrh and
Styrax in Chinese Pharmacopoeia were more congruent with records of Jinyanxiang in ancient books. Through place of origin
research, this study could figure out that ancient Styrax was not the modern one; Jinyanxiang was not ancient Styrax or ancient
Myrrh, which clarify the relationship among Jinyanxiang, ancient Styrax and modern Styrax. CONCLUSION  The relationship
between Jinyanxiang’s name and its nature is a moot point, and now it is solved mainly through this study.
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Fig. 1 Comparison between Jinyanxiang, Styrax in Chinese
Pharmacopoeia and Styrax in Xiangsheng
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