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WE: BN 2 3NMHBERPBET 4 mRNA & H A5 ) ddPCR 4 7 ik F AT IHE, FiE AR HE TR
T LAk mRNA A¥eA W, RRE 7T FI 5 Hfedfd, 25 5 032 A RRBFELFH mRNA JE & 405 L)

ddPCR #-m 7 ik, FF#ATTRMEEE ., TAM, EHE. PRKZFE., AR ERARS S AFRIE, 4R mRNA K
B 1~150 pgmL A &M RIF; EABREF R *!((coefﬁment of variation, CV)<10% ; /£ # B =B & 84%~114%,CV<10%;

WP a) b e AP CV 3 <5%; 5 B 4 7R B =% # 2 8K % & mRNA JZ G b sl bm 4 R CV 3 <5%, &1t &

S8 5 AR R IEFE T F 4k mRNA JE W 4045 ) ddPCR & 7 ok RBUE &, AW, Hpmni&k, EA T2 HhHa

Ak mRNA J& G 347205 b Fa o F 4o .

EEIF: ZOHABRAE L F4 mRNA B % ; Ao sl; ddPCR; FE34)
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Establishment and Validation of ddPCR Method for Component Proportion of Multivalent Mutant
COVID-19 mRNA Vaccine

ZHAO Danhua, LIU Jingjing, LIU Xinyu, CAO Shouchun, LI Yuhua, WU Xiaohong (Division of Arboviral
Vaccines, National Institutes for Food and Drug Control, Beijing 102629, China)

ABSTRACT: OBJECTIVE To establish and verify a ddPCR method to determinate the proportion of mRNA components in
multivalent mutant COVID-19 mRNA vaccine. METHODS Different types of coronavirus mRNA were used as target genes,
and their conserved sequences were selected to design primers and probes. The ddPCR method for measuring the proportion of
multivalent mutant COVID-19 mRNA vaccine components was established, and the linear range, repeatability, accuracy,
intermediate precision, durability and applicability of the method were verified. RESULTS When the total mRNA
concentration ranged from 1 to 150 pg-mL~, the linearity was good. Repeatability coefficient of variation(CV) was within 10%.
The recoveries of accuracy verification were 84%—114%, CV<10%. The intermediate precision and durability coefficient of
variation CV were all< 5%, and the CV of the proportion of components in the four different bivalent COVID-19 mRNA
vaccines was all<<5%. CONCLUSION  The ddPCR method established for detecting the component proportion of multivalent

mutant COVID-19 mRNA vaccine has high sensitivity, good stability and strong specificity, which is suitable for detecting the
component proportion and content of multivalent COVID-19 mRNA vaccine.
KEYWORDS: multivalent mutant COVID-19 mRNA vaccine; component proportion; ddPCR; quality control
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PSRRI R B PGE T mRNA REFERGEAASINE I, 2 BOER YRR H>90% A %cbE, # mRNA
H R EER F o RS N 5, SRAE R R BN B, 2023 4F 3 A A 254EH
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BT, b e ke a7 A e R T
mRNA . 2, FristiRpm i Fsdem i,
7 S R IR S92 B0 L ™ L BT S AR RN BT
B, ST A R B PR MERE . T
JOEXF PR S () B R 2 N R R e, %
HI B A AT D ) TF-B . 228 B R AR
Sk mRNA B2 B R AN AR Sk DL — 2 LR A
BCHI B 22 B R B, AR T B9 0 TR AR Bk
AR S A TR R IS 0 TP R TR RN o (HE A e
FEM 2RI T mRNA B2 AR B RR Y
mRNA I 20 B & XE R

K% PCR(AAPCR)FE PCR 414 ir RIS A
i HEAT IO A AR B, T BN A R BT A
SEATIK, BN A KA — A ARG FaliE A
5 BT &t PCR YK 5, B—%t
TSR A TR, AR BH P G BRI 2 A T
B, AL BbR s DU, ddPCR ik
ERT AR TR 2R Ce {8, nTseEigxt
FEH, USRI RIMER M LS qPCR ik .

AHWFFTAER IR NG B BOR B mRNA 25, &
JH ddPCR 5 40 5% 22 1 7 2L ol AR i 7 722 S
mRNA ZEWHAL5ELE, DAYk Z2 407 AL el IR 25
5 SRR mRNA P 1 (1) 0 e 8 il R IR R S
1 #MRASEE
1.1 FEf

M1 1, 1:2, 1: 3
BRI TE mRNA ZEH A(Delta #£F1 BA.S ££).
T E R R TE mRNA 21 B(Beta #£ 1 BA.4/5
R, BT ERRE #E mRNA BER C(BA.4/5 HE
Al XBB.1.5 ). —Mr#i Bl R #E mRNA R
D(BA.2/4/5 ¥kl Alpha/Beta #£).
1.2 350 SR

PureLink RNA Mini Kit(invitrogen A &), 575
12183025); One-Step RT-ddPCR Advanced Kit for
Probes(Bio-Rad A F], 25 : 1864022),

QX200 Auto DG (i =\ PCR £ 4t .C1000
Touch PCR ¥y H Bio-Rad A #]
1.3 5 5HE

HRAEAS [R] 3 B SR 7578 S0k mRNA J7471]
PEEAE FIE AN BT RS E S [ RIS, H
T 4 R AR B AR E TEAE  k mRNA P2 | 197
GIAAHRIR], BOm oA % B R rE IR S 1. 8

R E A 242 2023 4F 12 A4 40 245 23 1)

H RS YISO (OGRS A FAM,
BEHE K FLH BHQ) I i A= TAEWI&
1.4 mRNA #HL

i T mRNA 3 FAENR B4 oK ok vh Jo i B %
R, FFESEATRTALEE . $2HE PureLink RNA Mini
Kit SRS 12, 400 uL REA A
400 pL Z4ARI(E DTT)FI 400 puL Jo/K LR AT,
FIEY 30 min, FRJ5 8 A A% R 0 B IR Ak R g
B mRNA, #JGHIA 50 pL JCEE K 36 It g
mRNA, #-80 C#&H.
1.5 ddPCR JrikhysEay

% 1 One-Step RT-ddPCR Advanced Kit for
Probes X7 & UL 15 HAE: NIRRT supermix
5uL, Reverse transcriptase 2 pL, 300 mmol-L!
DTT 1uL, 10 pmol-L! || FU#5[4#)4% 1.8 uL,
10 pmol-L~" #41 0.5 uL, 7K 2.9 uL, #i# 5 pL.
T H S A A A LG . IS B PCR {3GH
T84 . YIGFET N5 5% 42 °C 60 min; BRI
95 °C 10 min; Z8PE 95 °C 30's, ik 58 °C 1 min,
40 MEFR; BEXNG 98 C 10 min JG 45 RN . ¥
W SE RS , 7E QX200 Droplet Reader {2 Y I
T £
1.6  FikpyseiE
1.6.1 ZMEEREELE KO mAssslhy 1:3 1
T E R T mRNA ST A(Delta BEFI BA.S
R)PEHL mRNA 5B 2 150, 100, 50, 25,
5,2,1 pg-mL~", A H B RPE 548 4% mRNA
PEML 3 L] ddPCR 7k, FFakf T4 tyE
43T o
1.6.2 FEEVERMESESLE B LE 51N
11, 1:2, 13 MM 5 mRNA %
Hi A(Delta #£F11 BA.5 #k), fiH C 87 19 2 4B il
TEARIT TR AL SR mRNA $E18 4143 L] ddPCR J7 vk
PEATAGI, 72 FIAEA SR Z50F F AT 6 YR STk
55, TR HZE R | AR 5 R H(coefficient of variation,
CV)FIRNE, DU IZ 7 T4 0 3 52 M R Af
1.6.3 HEPKE B L B ol 1
1, 1:2, 1:3 M8 mRNA B2
A(Delta #:F1 BA.5 #%), i C @7 B2 0B i i
PRI EEAS SR mRNA S 1 2143 LL ) ddPCR J7 ik
Al , 3 7 N UFE R B RN S5 A B 45 64T 1 IR
7RIS, TSR OV, PR Z O B E]
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1.6.4 THRMEZE BASHBNR 11,1
2, 1 3 M R 7 mRNA 11 A(Delta
BRAT BA.S BR), (8 E ST 19 2 1 2 el bR s 7
5 SR mRNA 1 4155 He il ddPCR 7k, 43l e
PCR ¥ 1455 0, 12, 24 h HEATRGI, ST 4%
WA CV, WEHIZ T L R
1.7 ik maE

BB 11, 122, 1: 3/
ARG EE mRNA REH] A(Delta Bk 1 BA.S #£).
T AR B mRNA 511 B(Beta £ 1 BA.4/5
FR). BRI & mRNA B C(BA.4/5 Bk
1 XBB.1.5 #k). @Bl RIs 5 mRNA B2
D(BA.2/4/5 ¥ F Alpha/Beta #%), 3 i AGHEHTE
HES P 20 B R R AR PR mRNA BE 45
b ddPCR J5 450047 3 YRS ARG, THA H A,
NS S 2B, PEUIZ T RIS
2 HF#R
2.1 JrEMRIE
2.1.1 LMEREELE CHOMASEh 1:3 1
T BB EIR EE mRNA S A(Delta #:71 BA.S
FRBEH mRNA JERREE 7 AR, FHaitfr
ddPCR #:f, D) mRNA e M AL bR(x), $£01
BRI AbR () lbrENZe . BREED 3 LA 1,
PR ULIEl 2. Delta #f ddPCR (ARt £
y=11.357x-33.428, R?=0.9956, BA.5 £k ddPCR
FrfEph 2 y=30.651x-103.68, R*= 0.9932, H.[H]
WCRTE 95%~115%, FEHIX T AE 1~150 pgrmL™!
WEA RAFZIERR . 4R ILE 1,
2.1.2  EREPEFMESEE S XA o Lok
1:1, 1:2,1:3W4rfiBl ks mRNA %
BT A(Delta #£F1 BA.5 )53 5347 6 YCEATH
GEHLILZE 2, CVERI<10%, FHiZ I LT SR
LSO O NG AR DR R T g 5 2
84%~114%, RUIZ I EUER A, Wk 3,
2.1.3 PEKEEEZLE 3 BRI
Bk 11, 12, 1 3 MM AR &
mRNA S A(Delta #RF1 BA.S #R)/3 5 E 47 K60
CV {H¥)<5%, RWNZIT LGS E RIF. 258
W3 4,
2.1.4 MHMEELEE HHT A ddPCR kit
A 11, 122, 13 B
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Fig. 1 Gradient amplification diagram

< 5000 e Delta ¥=30.651x-103.68
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Fig. 2 Standard curve of Delta strain and BA.S strain

x1 LHBEERIES

Tab.1 Result of verification for linear range

. mRNA Delta £ BA.5

HHE - RIE TRVt iR
pg'mL™" copies-ul-! % %

U e e/
copies'uL™! % %

S1 150 1714 27 108 4648 73 97
S2 100 1080 27 109 2870 73 97
S3 50 454 28 113 1158 72 96
S4 25 234 27 109 626 73 97
S5 5 40 26 106 113 74 98
S6 2 17 29 115 43 71 95
S7 1 10 28 113 24 72 96

R2 EEUHRIEER

Tab. 2 Result of verification for repeatability %
ol Delta # 7 Lt BA.5 #R 5 1E
DR Pip M8 50 FIR (4 33 BB A 25 PRI S0 FIRMH 67 MR 75

1 43 31 23 57 69 77

2 46 30 21 54 70 79

3 49 29 22 51 71 78

4 43 32 25 57 68 75

5 45 30 23 55 70 77

6 51 36 25 49 64 75
CV/% 7 8 7 6 4 2
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JRIEEE mRNA #E1 A(Delta ¥RF1 BA.S #k) 735178
PCR 4" 34 J5 R [RI I HEA RGN, CV (H<5%, #
B2 5 I AE R R R0 B 8 2 0 i P R A &5
RS,

®"3I EHERIEER

Fo HHAEAKRIELR
Tab. 6 Result of verification for applicability of vaccine A
%

S Kol Delta #f i L/ % BA.S b Lb/ MR

DRy POEME NG Ml MOSlE BOA(E Ml
50 33 25 50 67 75

Abt1 1 51 102 34 102 25 100 49 98 66 99 75 100

Tab. 3 Result of verification for accuracy % 250 100 34 102 25 100 50 100 66 99 75 100
sl Delta #k i BA.5 KR 348 96 33 99 26 104 52 104 67 101 74 99
U A 50 FIGHH 33 FA(E 25 G SR 67 Mg 7s A2 1 93 106735105 a7 108 47 94 65 98 7397
1 86 93 9 114 104 103 2 53 106 37 111 28 112 47 94 63 95 72 96
2 9 90 84 108 105 105 3 52 104 36 108 27 108 48 96 64 96 73 97
3 98 87 88 102 107 104 A3 1 49 98 33 99 25100 51 102 67 101 75 100
4 36 9 100 114 102 100 2 52 104 35 105 27 108 48 96 65 98 73 97
5 90 90 92 110 105 103 3 52 104 35 105 28 112 48 96 65 98 72 96
6 102 108 100 98 96 100 CV/% 3 4 5 4 2 2
V% T 6 8 4 7 2

x4 FEREELRILS

Tab. 4 Result of verification for intermediate precision %

#z7 E¥BEAERIEER
Tab. 7 Result of verification for applicability of vaccine B
%

S Kol Beta 4 5 Lb/IH R BA.4/5 B i /[l
OBy BNMBE HENGM MG ENGE HhRME HIRE
50 33 25 50 67 75

A1 1 49 98 34 102 26 104 51 102 66 99 74 99

250 100 33 99 24 96 50 100 67 101 76 101
351 102 34 102 25 100 49 98 66 99 75 100
ABt2 1 51 102 34 102 26 104 49 98 66 99 74 99
251 102 34 102 26 104 49 98 66 99 74 99
350 100 33 99 25 100 50 100 67 101 75 100
AFi3 1 48 96 32 96 26 104 52 104 68 102 74 99

50 100 31 93 24 96 50 100 69 104 76 101
348 96 31 93 26 104 52 104 69 104 74 99

CV/% 2 4 3 2 2 1

STy Delta ¥k /i [t BA.S #h ik
BU B 50 FHIEME 33 B 1E 25 IR MH SOFIL (Y 67 FIB(H 75
A1 51 34 25 49 66 75
Abi2 53 35 27 47 65 73
A3 49 33 25 51 67 75
CV/% 4 3 4 4 2 2
=5 WHAKRIEER
Tab.5 Result of verification for durability %
s Delta # /i [t BAS i
Bl/h pmie 50 BEIRME 33 B 25 BHIEMH SOFME(H 67 FIE(H 75
0 51 36 26 49 64 74
12 52 35 27 48 65 73
24 50 36 25 50 64 75
CV/% 2 2 4 2 1 1

2.2 LG

fifi I 2 57 A9 B B el IR 7 mRNA BE
M4 el ddPCR 5 X 4143 Lu i 43 1 -
1, 1:2, 13 BB AR % B mRNA R
A(Delta Bk F1 BA.5 k) . 48 KI5 IK % 2 mRNA
FETH B(Beta FRAI BA.4/5 BR) . 8 B R %
mRNA %1 C(BA.4/5 ¥R fil XBB.1.5 ¥k). Z ¥
RIS IR G B mRNA 2 1 D(BA.2/4/5 Hk
Alpha/Beta #)i#FATH0 M, 25K L% 6~9, CV i
P1<5%, ISR 84%~124%, FWIZIT K
W Z2 4 3 T e R B 28 Sk mRNA SR 443 e
1138 P R Af .

R E A 242 2023 4F 12 A4 40 245 23 1)

x=8 Ky CEAURIEER
Tab. 8 Result of verification for applicability of vaccine C
%

BA.4/5 Bk i L/ XBB.1.5 ¥k 5 Ho/
SEES A A i 2 w2
NG BB il B FNeE BN B BIeM
50 33 25 50 67 75

ABi1 1 54 108 36 108 28 112 46 92 64 96 72 96

2 53 106 35 105 28 112 47 94 65 98 72 96
3 53 106 37 111 29 116 47 94 63 95 71 95
Abt2 1 53 106 39 117 27 108 47 94 61 92 73 97
2 54 108 37 111 26 104 46 92 63 95 74 99
3 51 102 36 108 29 116 49 98 64 96 71 95

Abt3 1 51 102 37 111 27 108 49 98 63 95 73 97
53 106 39 117 31 124 47 94 61 92 69 92
3 53 106 35 105 28 112 47 94 65 98 72 96

CV/% 2 4 5 2 2 2
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®9 KW DEAEBRIELER
Tab. 9 Result of verification for applicability of vaccine D
%
Sogy fogn | BAZAS BRETI/ICE  Alpha/Beta B it L/
Ok oy HBBE BHeE BUSHE Bhe BheE BLS(H
50 33 25 50 67 75
A1 1 47 94 30 90 23 92 53 106 70 105 77 103

2 47 94 30 9 24 96 53 106 70 105 76 101
3 47 94 30 90 24 96 53 106 70 105 76 101
Abi2 1 47 94 31 93 23 92 53 106 69 104 77 103
2 46 92 30 9 21 84 54 108 70 105 79 105
3 47 94 31 93 23 92 53 106 69 104 77 103
Abi3 1 47 94 31 93 22 88 53 106 69 104 78 104
2 49 98 32 9 23 92 51 102 68 102 77 103
3 47 94 30 90 23 92 53 106 70 105 77 103

CV/% 2 2 4 1 1 1

3 g

KT Z B el R 228 5Pk mRNA FE 4
Sy BRI E AT, A4S T R e R I R
T EIMHOLE S PCR R A,
FIH LA YE G B vl LB e 2 B mRNA ¥
&I TN IKAY RiboGreen Gk 3518 13 25
FRUERT LRI E A0 B mRNA & R, T
AN ) T ik B Z RE SRR, JETESEERT 20
mRNA 2 2P0 ) mRNA L — & Bk 7
HOM, WEBKART PCR HiARM qPCR
ddPCR %, XFZ 4 mRNA BEH A R4 73 047
F R A . ddPCR A#HHL qPCR ELA B 11
P, AT LIS AR o 1 2 177 55 48 %) 7 1 qPCR
MIFRXT E i, 77 2R 1Y CHE 59 38R Rk
JERRAES B CEME T AL, BIE 8ok 3] &
B E B, HbRE S RS R E S | A B IR ZE K
1M ddPCR AN T AR o i XA it 217 7 248 % 5 it
BRAEAX TR, 3R T ARSI E FEREA R Z
(1) P18 PRS2 1 — B0 o A EE qPCR 9 SIERH 48 5
ddPCR i HZ 5 &, 2 BIRE S ] BEAEAE R 1Y
PO s /D UA15) a7 B 2 3 WA ORI 5 )
A/ U681 ddPCR :7E 24 mRNA £E1 1)
B2 43 e A A B R I B

AR FE AR H 24 8 2020 45 Ji = F38 W FE
SFEH 9101 43 Hr 7 ¥R B0 eSS T W 57 K e
T 2B R R 548 Pk mRNA P 1 20 43 L i)
ddPCR #:i J7 3% o Yo k4 R B, & ETE
1~150 pg'mL~' WHEA RIFngtt, HEEMW . ¥
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B RE . EDRS 2% BERN T P M R R R
AorteBl iy 11, 1:2, 13/ 4F =Mk
RUEARIE B mRNA BEH 2 AT 3 asr R, 45
BEBIR 3 AARFEANRXS 4 Fh A8 B e R e 7
mRNA B8 (A [F) Fe BE HA5) B4)AG: 0 248 S0 b 4 —
HHSEISEMY, CVH<5%, BIBCRTE 84%~
124%, FWiZ 5 38 T A R BC & L 240 3
RUEER I HE A bR mRNA

g LT, AW T 2008 R R
A5 5k mRNA BEW 4147 L fd] ddPCR ik, 1071k
b, REELE, FeFrEwmR, EREMEL,
25 FWerf ol 5, 15 H T B R R & Ll 2
P B T8 bk mRNA ZER 75, X
SEEARI EE mRNA BE B 9 0 i s il B 20 3
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