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Metabolism of natural products by intestinal bacteria

Liu Mingjie( Liu MJ) , Lin Lin( Lin L) , Wang Zhao( Wang Z) ( Department of Biological Sciences and Biotechnology , Tsinghua

University , Beijing ,100084)

ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE :To review the progress in the metablism of natural products by intestinal bacteria . METHOD : According to the

recent literatures on this subject, the metablism of flavonoids , saponins , lignans , iridoid glucosides , etc, was summarized and evaluated .

RESULTS :Natural products can be biotransformed into some new compounds by intestinal bacteria , which may have pharmacological or

toxicological activities . CONCLUSION : Many natural products may be metabolized in vivo and are called prodrugs . The intestinal bacteria may

be of great significance in determining the metabolic fate of natural drugs .
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