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A new Synthetic Method of Clonidine
Yang Yi-hong, Yang Jia-she

(Department of Pharmaceutics, Wuhan Institute of Chemical Technology, Wuhan 430074)

Abstract A new synthetic method of clonidine ( 1) is reported from o-chloronitrobenzene
as the starting material. N-(2-chloro-phenyl)-N-hydroxyformamide (I ) is prepared from o-chl-
oronitrobenzene as reduction with formic acid/acetic anhydride. (Il ) is converted to clonidine
by chlorination with thionyl chloride/phosphorus pentachloride and then cyclization with ethye-
nediamine. This method simplified the operation and reduced the cost. ( 1) is synthesized with
the yield of 21.8%.
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