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Increasing Seed-Setting Rate of Pinellia ternata
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Abstract

The inflorescence of medicinal plant Pinellia ternata (Thunb.) Breit occurs when its tuber
reachs 0.5g. With continuous adding to the tuber weight, the number of inflorescences and
rate of seed-setting increases, However, the tuber beingover 5 g, it shows a inverse relation-

ship,

Pinellia ternata is of a naturel cross-pollination, heterodichogamy plant, The reduction in
the number of pollination insects due to the application of insecticids in the field results in low

rate of seed-setting, generally less than 20%.

It is a suitable stage for pollination when the upper part of the flower is open, and the
lower part still holds together. Sufficient moisture content in the soil is an essential factor to
improve the pollination effect. The rate of seed-setting can be increased by 0.5~4,7 times by
means of artificial supplementary pollination, thus it is of practical significance to establish

seed-breeding field,
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